
Integrated Arts Mission Statement: 

The Homestead Integrated Arts team strives to deliver opportunities for all students to find a 
passion for, and to develop strengths in areas beyond classroom academics. We value and 
promote a student’s individuality and continually provide Homestead students settings to 
practice both innovative and relevant skills. 
 
All Homestead students have completed the second trimester in art, music, PE, and STEAM. The 
Integrated Arts teachers want to communicate with you at this time to let you know what has been 
taking place in each of our classrooms. 

  
ART 

I have continued to love getting to know your child/ren this 
trimester.  I continue to emphasize the basic fundamentals of the 
Elements and Principles of Art/Design tied into our Colorado 
Academic Standard for Visual Arts. We continue to explore 

different skills and techniques as well learning about different parts of art history. We 
are trying to create more meaningful works of art while spending more time focusing on 
each skill, technique and the perspective of the piece being created. 
 
Fall Art Walk- Thank you for all that attended the Fall Art Walk. The 5th Grade 
classroom teachers and your child/ren are so grateful for the extra funds that were raised 
that evening for their SHOUT Buddies. This project started as a waist down person 
playing or doing what they love to do. Over half of the kids decided to do their own 
project that turned out adorable as well. We finished this project by using oil pastels.  
 
Monochromatic Painting- I am trying to dive deeper into the color wheel before all leave 
Homestead for Middle School. All students needed to use one color, plus black and 
white to paint. Making different tints and shades of the one color of their choice. They 
turned out beautiful.  
 
Shrinky Dinks- Some of your child/ren may have brought home some shrinky dink art.  
All were able to draw whatever they wanted but needed to shift their mindset to space 
or area of the medium. It can be tricky for some but all have loved watching their art 
shrink in a toaster oven! After their art has been shrunk there are many possibilities as to 
what they can turn it into… earrings, necklaces, or even a key chain. The possibilities are 
endless!  
 
 



I have continued to upload all your child/children’s artwork on a site called Artsonia. 
Artsonia is a site that you can share with family and friends as well. All will be notified 
when I upload a piece. You can leave comments to your child and also purchase things 
too. 20% of all purchases go back to Homestead Art so I am able to purchase materials 
for our art room. 
 
My ongoing goal is to make Homestead’s art room a “safe” place. I want all students to, 
in some way appreciate art, feel comfortable, and know that they all can create and 
make wonderful things- that they are all artists in someway. Behaviorally, I look at all 
the children I teach to see how they listen and follow directions as well as how resilient 
they are in being creative. I love to see all children be respectful 
to one another, the materials, and myself.  
 
Please feel free to call or email for anything! imoore15@cherrycreekschools.org If you 
would like to get to know more about art at Homestead 
https://sites.google.com/view/homestead-hawks-artifacts/home  
Thank you for sharing your greatest gift with me! 
 

 
MUSIC   

Students have reviewed their skills on the recorder. They 
are now learning about the Ukulele, guitar and autoharp. 
Each student will learn about how to tune the 
instruments as well as play them. After a little exploration 
on the instruments they are choosing one they would like to focus on.  All students will 
learn the same song and then we'll play our preferred instrument together.  Students 
will also work on their vocal skills as they play their instruments. 

 
 

PE 

During our basketball unit, students practiced the basic 
skills of passing, catching, shooting and worked on 
dribbling, jump stopping and pivoting skills in various drills 
and 1 v 1 challenges. Basic offense and defense strategies 
were reviewed and practiced in small-sided lead up games 

such as 3v3 around one basket and 3v3 sideline basketball.  
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 In gymnastics, students warmed up through performing various movements, 
lower, upper and core body strengthening exercises on benches and mats. They 
practiced various rolls and individual balances including headstand and handstand 
and cartwheel. Students had a choice to work on creating a floorwork exercise 
sequence individually or with a partner, a balance beam or a Chinese Jump rope 
routine. Students had an opportunity to perform their routine for their classmates.  

The 5th grade class reviewed “Go Slow Whoa” and  “My Plate” and was 
introduced to the science of energy balance through the activities of energy cones, 
calorie consumers vs. calorie burners, supermarket tag and true or false. We 
discussed calorie dense and nutrient dense foods and analyzed the nutrition facts 
label and compared the calorie, fat and sugar content per serving of different foods 
and drinks. Ask your children how the energy balance equation varies and what the 
daily calorie needs are depending on a person’s age and personal lifestyle? 
Feel free to find out more about PE at Homestead  at 
http://homestead.cherrycreekschools.org/Pages/PE.aspx 
 

 
STEAM 
 
I have so enjoyed getting to know all the 

wonderful students at Homestead as well as some of 
the families.  I feel extremely blessed to be teaching 
at Homestead!  Thank you for the warm welcome to 
the Hawk family.  

During this second trimester the fifth grade has been coding using the 
websites Scratch and Hour of Code.  After spending time block coding (and a few 
students using Javascript), we turned our focus to the topics of engineering and 
science.  The first task was to design and test a catapult attempting to create the 
catapult that would launch a ping pong ball the highest and/or the farthest.  Two 
classes also designed and built a Rube Goldberg machines implementing potential 
and kinetic energy while using simple machines in order to demonstrate their 
knowledge of force, gravity, and motion (the other two will get the same 
opportunity at a later time).  We have also been studying our ever changing Earth 
and the resources that we use from it and the sun. 

Finally, I want to say thank you to all the families who came to Innovation 
Night on February, 13th.  What a fun night!  Special recognition needs to be given 
to Jill Smith and Tina Parks for organizing the event, Homestead PTCO for their 
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generous gifts that purchase our amazing technology, CCSD Technology 
Department for their expertise and leading of the activities, and Inger Moore for 
assisting at the Makey Makey table. 

 
 

Heather Fischbach 
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